How To Read Your Child’s DIBELS Testing Score Sheet….

By Nancy Honea, Reading Coach
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New Hope, Alabama

DIBELS   stands for—

The Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills.  

     This is a set of standardized individually administered measures of early literacy development.  They are short 1 minute measurements used to regularly monitor the development of reading skills.  The measures are linked to one another and have been found to be predictive of later reading proficiency.

                 The tests (or measurements) are given 3 times a school year-

                                     The first time is after the 10th day of school-

                                     The second time is the middle of the school year- Dec. or Jan .

                                      The third time is near the end of the school year- May.

DIBELS         has 4 different measurements (tests)

(1) Initial Sound Fluency- Checks a child’s skill to identify and produce the initial sound of a given word (picture).

Given  to grade  K

(2) Phonemic Segmentation Fluency- Checks a child’s skill in producing the individual sounds (phonemes) within a given word.

Given to grades K-1

(3) Nonsense Word Fluency- Checks a child’s knowledge of letter sound correspondences as well as their ability to blend letters together to form unfamiliar “nonsense” words.

Given to grades K- 1 and the first testing session in 2nd grade.

(4) Oral Reading Fluency- Checks a child’s skill of reading grade level material by looking at how many words students can read correctly in 1 minute.

Given to grades 1-6

The Score sheet contains all scores from all school grades

 (past and present) in which he/she was tested.   To find this year’s score-

Look for the highlighted score(s).  Each measure (test) has a benchmark (goal) score.  The “goal” score appears as a grey bar going across the box.   Your child’s score should be on or above that grey bar.   If your child’s score is below the grey bar, contact your child’s teacher for suggestions on how to improve his/her weakness. There is a “key” at the top of the score sheet for further information. 

