World Leaders
Arab Leaders-

1. Yassir Arafat-- (1929-) He is the chairman of the Palestinian Liberation Organization 
(PLO). Under Arafat’s leadership, the PLO developed a variety of political and 
educational institutions in Lebanon and elsewhere.

2. Fahd-- (1922-) He is king of Saudi Arabia. He was our ally in the Gulf War, and is 
still our ally.

3. King Hamzah bin al Hussein—Current leader of Jordan.

4. King Hussein-- (1935-1999) Became king of Jordan in 1953. He lost all of 
the Jordanian territory west of the Jordan River due to the ARAB-
ISRAELI 
WAR of 1967. He upheld UN sanctions during conflict between Iraq and the 
United States, but remained neutral in the 1991 Gulf War.

5. Saddam Hussein-- (1937-) He is the Prime Minister and president of Iraq. He 
invaded Iran’s oil fields on September 22, 1980, which resulted in a 
stalemated war. He also invaded Kuwait to start Desert Storm.

6. Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini-- 1979-1989 Iran hostage crisis and the Iran-Iraq 
War. 
Overthrew the Shah of Iran.

7. President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak-- President of Egypt since October 14, 1981. He 
is the Current leader.

8. Muammar Quaddafi-- (1942-) Libyan political leader. Anti-western policy.

9. Hashemi Rafsanjani-- Born in 1934. Succeeded Ali Khameinei as president of Iran on August 
3, 1989. After the 1979 Iranian revolution, he was a speaker of parliament 
(1980-89) 
Assembly of Experts (1982-    ) and armed forces commander in chief (1988-89).

10. Anwar Sadat-- led Egypt into war with Israel. President of Egypt from 1970 to 1981. 
Assassinated. Historic Egyptian- Israeli peace treaty. Camp David Accords.

11. Muhammad Reza Shah Pahlevi shah of Iran-- (1941-79) secret police (SAVAK).

British Leaders-

1. Benjamin Disraeli- (1804-1881)-Prime Minister of Great Britain in 1868 and again from 1874 to 1880.He was the first Jewish Prime Minister of Great Britain. He played an important part in the passing of the reform bill. He bought into the Suez Canal for Britain. He also helped stop Russian expansion into Turkey and won Cyprus for Britain.

2. Neville Chamberlain- (1864-1940) Prime Minister of Great Britain from 1937 to 1940. Britain's dissatisfaction with his appeasement policy lead to his resignation in 1940.Britain did however wage war on Germany during his administration.

3. Winston Churchhill- (?-1965)-Prime Minister of Great Britain from1940-1945 and again from 1951-1955. He entered the House of Commons in 1901. He was Prime Minister through most of WWII. He retired in 1965.

4. Margaret Thatcher- (1925-?) Prime minister of Great Britain from 1979-1990.Held the longest term of any Prime Minister in the 20th century.

5. John Major- (1943-?)-Prime Minister of Great Britain from 1990-1996 or 97. Succeeded Thatcher. Under his leadership the U.K. played an important role in the Gulf War.

6. Tony Blair- Current Prime Minister of Great Britain.

French Leaders-

1. Napoleon –During the French Revolution he obtained the rank of general. He later gained command of the entire French army. The people loved his style of leadership. He restored the order to France by helping education; he created the Bank of France as well. He then conquered many European nations but was eventually defeated. He was exiled to an island called Elba. Still determined to rule he returned and ruled France for a period known as the Hundred Days. He died in 1821 on the island of St. Helena in the South Atlantic.

2. Louis XIV - Recognized as the most powerful Bourbon monarch.  He became king in 1643 at the age of only five.  He was in power for 72 years.  Louis emphasized a strong monarchy because of his fear of disorder without it.  He died in 1715.

3. Louis XVI –King of France in 1774. He wanted to tax nobles and clergy, who were unwilling to pay. All people under his rule considered him a horrible leader. In December 1792 he was tried and convicted as an enemy of the people. He was beheaded on the guillotine.

4. De Gaulle –The leader of the Fifth Republic in France. During WWII he led the French Resistance. While in rule he realized they had to let the African nations they controlled become independent. He worked to strengthen French cultural economical influence on the world.

5. Robespierre – Leader of the Jacobins in France in the 1700’s. They were extreme radicals.  Robespiere took extreme approaches at beating his opposition; he set out to kill them all. He even killed Danton, the other leader of the Jacobins, because Danton wanted to end the killings. Fearing their own lives the followers of Robespierre arrested him and killed him on the guillotine. 

6. Clemenceau - Known as “The Tiger”.  Dominant figure in the French Third Republic from 1917-1920.

German Rulers

1. Otto Von Bismarck- Born April 1,1815; died on July 30,1896. In 1862 he became an ambassador to Russia, later in that year he was called back to be an ambassador to France.  In 1866 He defeated Austria, after which he excluded it from Germany.  In 1870 Germany became involved in the Franco-German War.  It ended with German success. He was Prime Minister of Germany from 1862-1890. 

2. Adolf Hitler-Born April 20,1889, died April 30,1945.  He was the leader of the Nazi party from 1920-1921.  He became the dictator of Germany in 1933 and ruled until 1945.  During his rule he was involved in WWII.  During WWII he targeted the Jewish peoples for discriminate extermination.  Near the end of the war he fled back to Berlin where he hid and committed suicide.

3. Helmut Kohl- Born April 3,1930.  He was the leader of West Germany until the fall of the Berlin wall in 1989. 

4. Hermann Goering-Born January 12,1893,died October 30,1946. Became a member of the Nazi party in 1922. In 1923 he took part in the Munich Putsch.  In 1928 he was elected into the Rietchstag. In 1932 he became its presiding officer. His influence with Hitler was undermined when the Luftwaffe was defeated by both the British and Russian air forces.  He was convicted as a war criminal and sentenced to death, but poisoned himself before his execution.

5. Heinrich Himmler-Born October 7,1900, died May 23,1945. He was the second most powerful man in the Third Reich.  Participated in the Munich Putsch in November of 1923.  In 1925 he joined the Nazi party.  Himmler immediately began expanding the SS (the German secret service).  He established the first concentration camp Dachau. In 1934 he was appointed to the head of the Gestapo.  After suffering from psychosomatic illnesses, Hitler took away his offices and ordered his arrest.  Disguised as a common soldier he tried to escape, but he was caught and committed suicide by taking poison.

6. Erwin Rommel- Born November 15, 1891; died October 14,1944.  He was known as the Desert Fox.  He was best known for his spectacular victories as commander of the Afrika Korps in WWII.  In February 1941 he was appointed commander of German troops dispatched to aid the Italian army in Libya.  He was known as the Desert Fox because of his audacious surprise attacks.  . In 1944 after a failed attempt on Hitler’s life, he poisoned himself and died, and was given a burial with military honors.

7.  Wilhelm I- Born in 1797, died in 1888.He was born in Berlin, had a son by the name of Fredrick William III and he fought in the war of 1814. Became the King of Prussia and the first emperor of modern Germany. Proclaimed King of Prussia in 1861.  His Prime Minister was Bismarck.  In 1871 during the Franco-Prussian war he became the emperor of United Germany.  

8. Paul Joseph Goebbels-Born in 1897 died in 1945. He was the official propagandist of Nazi Germany in 1929.  He helped Hitler come to power in 1933. Controlled publications, radio programs, motion pictures, and art in Germany, and areas dominated by Germany.  

9. Gerhard Schroeder- Current leader of Germany.

Israeli Leaders-

1. Weizmann, Chaim served as the first president of Israel from 1949 until his death.  From 1920 to 1930 and from 1935 to 1946, Weizmann was president of the World Zionist Organization. Weizmann headed the Jewish delegation to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, and worked there to have the League of Nations assign administration of Palestine to Britain. Weizmann was born in Motol, Russia, and he was educated in Germany and Switzerland. 

2. Ben-Gurion, David served, as Israel's first Prime Minister after it became independent in 1948.  He served as Prime Minister and minister of defense from 1948 to 1953 and from 1955 to 1963. During the Suez crisis of 1956, Ben-Gurion ordered the Israeli invasion of the Gaza Strip and Sinai Peninsula. Ben-Gurion was born David Green in Plonsk, Russia.  He settled in Palestine in 1906. As chairman of the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Palestine from 1935 to 1948, Ben-Gurion directed all Jewish affairs in the country.  His activities ranged from land development and settlement of immigrants to secret activities against Arabs and the British.  Ben-Gurion retired in 1963. 

3. Meir, Golda served as Prime Minister of Israel from 1969 to 1974.  During her political career, she supported large-scale immigration to Israel and major housing and other construction programs.  Her main problem as Prime Minister was the territorial conflict between Israel and several Arab nations.  Meir followed a firm but open policy toward the Arabs. In October 1973, war broke out for the fourth time between Israel and the Arabs.  Israel suffered heavy early losses, and Meir's government was severely criticized.  As a result, she resigned in June 1974, even though she had led the Labor Party to victory in the December 1973 elections. Golda Meir was born Golda Mabovitz in Kiev, Ukraine.  

4. Rabin, Yitzhak was Prime Minister of Israel from 1974 to 1977 and from 1992 until his death.  On Nov. 4, 1995, he was assassinated in Tel Aviv, Israel by a right-wing Israeli University student who opposed Rabin's policies. Rabin was born in Jerusalem and was the nation's first Prime Minister born in Israel.  Israel's previous Prime ministers were born in Europe.  In 1941, during World War II, Rabin joined the Palmach, a unit of the Jewish underground army in Palestine. Rabin headed Israel's defense forces from 1964 to 1967.  He planned the strategy in a 1967 war in which the Israelis defeated the Arabs and occupied the Arab lands of the Gaza Strip and West Bank. He became Prime Minister in 1974. Elections in June of 1992 brought his party to power again and Rabin became Prime Minister again. 

5. Begin, Menachem served as Prime Minister of Israel from 1977 to 1983.  The leader of the conservative Likud Party, he came to power after the party won a majority of the seats in the Knesset (Israeli parliament).  After the 1981 elections, the Likud Party and smaller conservative parties formed a coalition, and Begin remained Prime Minister. In 1978, Begin, President Anwar el-Sadat of Egypt, and President Jimmy Carter held discussions in the United States about ways to end the Arab-Israeli conflict. Begin and Sadat shared the 1978 Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts to end the Arab-Israeli conflict.  The treaty was signed in 1979. Begin was born in Brest-Litovsk, Russia. In the 1930's, he became active in the Zionist movement.  The Zionists called for the creation of a Jewish nation in Palestine, which was then ruled by the British. He led the Irgun from 1944 to 1948, when the nation of Israel was created in Palestine.  He played a leading military role in the Arab-Israeli war of 1948.  He served in the Knesset from 1949 to 1984. 

6. Shamir, Yitzhak served as Prime Minister of Israel from October 1983 to September 1984 and from October 1986 to July 1992.  As Prime Minister, Shamir continued most of Israel's previously established foreign policies. Shamir succeeded Menachem Begin as Prime Minister in 1983, after Begin had resigned. In July 1984, parliamentary elections were held in Israel. No party won a majority.  In September, the Likud bloc and the Labor Party formed a unity government that lasted for 50 months.  Under the unity government agreement, Shimon Peres, leader of the Labor Party, served as Prime Minister for 25 months.  Shamir served as vice Prime Minister and foreign minister.  Under the agreement, the roles of Peres and Shamir were reversed after 25 months--in October 1986. Shamir was born in Ruzinoy, a village in eastern Poland.  His last name was Jazernicki.  He later changed his name to Shamir, the Hebrew word for both thistle and flint.  

7. Pere, Shimon, a Labor Party politician, was Prime Minister of Israel twice.  He first held that office from 1984 to 1986.  He became Prime Minister again in 1995 following the assassination of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.  In 1996, Peres lost in national elections, and Benjamin Netanyahu of the Likud bloc replaced him as Prime Minister.  In the 1984 elections, he served for 25 months as Prime Minister and then for twenty-five months as vice-prime minister under Yitzhak Shamir.

8. Netanyahu, Benjamin, the leader of Israel's Likud Party, became Prime Minister of Israel in 1996. He became the first Prime Minister to be directly elected by the people. Netanyahu became increasingly popular after a wave of bombings by Palestinian terrorists struck Israel during the election campaign. Netanyahu, whose first name is sometimes spelled Binyamin, was born in Tel Aviv.  He served in the Israel Defense Forces from 1967 to 1972.  He then studied architecture and business at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. From 1984 to 1988, he was the Israeli ambassador to the United Nations.  He was elected to the Knesset (Israeli parliament) in 1988 and served as deputy minister of foreign affairs from 1988 to 1991.  In 1993, he became the Likud leader.

Misc. Rulers-

1. Fulgencio Batista - born in 1901.  He ruled Cuba from 1933-1944 and from 1952-1959.  He was a brutal dictator, who was overthrown by Fidel Castro.  He died as an exile in 1973.

2. Pol Pot - born in 1925 in Cambodia.  He was the leader of the Khmer Rouge.  Under his leadership, it was responsible for 1,000,000 - 3,000,000 deaths from 1975 – 1979. He died in 1998.

3. Ho Chi Minh - born in 1880. He was founder of the Indochina Communist Party and ruled North Vietnam from 1945 until his death in 1969. He was known as Uncle Ho.

4. Juan and Evita Peron - Juan Peron was president of Argentina from 1946-55 and from 1973-74.  His wife helped him out a lot.

5. Hirohito- born in 1901. Ruled Japan from 1926 until he died.  He was a marine biologist. His oldest son is Akihito. he will die eventually and I will rule Japan.

6. Mahatma Gandi - born in 1869. An Indian nationalist who believed in passive resistance. A Hindu fanatic assassinated him in 1948.  He always had a spinning wheel.

7. Benito Mussolini - born in 1883.  He was a "man of the people" and was thought to be a superman.  He became ruled as a Fascist dictator of Italy from 1922 until 1943.  His own people stoned him in 1943.

8. Francisco Franco - born in 1892, died 1975.  Led the Nationalist forces in the Spanish Civil War and ruled the country until his death.

9. Fidel Castro - born ca.1926. After jail time and a Mexican exile, he formed the 26th of July movement with Che Guevara against Batista.  In December 1956, he returned to Cuba and on January 1, 1959, Batista fled, leaving Castro to take over.

10. Mao Zedong - born 1893 died 1976 founded the People's Republic of China in 1949.  He helped found the Chinese communist party, in 1921.  He met with Nixon.  After his death the Gang of Four were arrested and his chosen heir was stripped of his inheritance; and Deng Xiaoping took over.

11. Nelson Mandela - born in 1918.  Convicted of treason Rivonia Trial 1963-1964.  He was sentenced to life, but only served 27 years- and was released in 1990.  He became South Africa's first freely elected president in 1994.  In 1993, he shared the Nobel Peace Prize with Former President F.W. deKlerk for helping to apartheid and turn South Africa into a non-racial society.

12. Manuel Noriega - born in 1934.  Took over Panama in 1983, and became a military dictator, he was arrested in 1989 for drug trafficking, and sentenced to 40 years in U.S. prison.

13. Augosto Pinochet Ugarte - born in 1915.  He led a military coup that disposed of Chilean president Salvador Allende.  He was president of Chile from 1981-1990.

14. 13. Brian Mulroney - born in 1939.  He became head of the Progressive Conservatives, and Prime Minister of Canada in 1984.  He passed a controversial free-trade program with the U.S. and resigned in 1993.

15. Slobodan Milosevic - born in 1941.  Elected president of Serbia in 1989.  He was leader of the Serbian Communist Party.  He kills Albanians, and Serbian women find him sexy

16. Chaing Kai- Shek [Peking dialect] {Chaing Chung-cheng} [Real Name] (1887-1975)- Attended the Japanese Army Military State College at Tokyo.  He became a stockbroker for a while after a counterrevolutionary action failed.  He studied communist doctrine in Moscow for a year, but then in 1927 he broke with the communists and established a government at Nanjing that was recognized as the national government of China.  Had dominant authority in the national government and the Kuomintang.  From 1927 to 1931 was chairman of the National Military Consule.  Was named president of central executive committee in 1943.  Tsung-tsai (director-general) of Kuomintang May 17, 1945.  In 1946 negotiations broke down with the Chinese communist and Cahign launched a full-scale military campaign that failed.  He retired to Taiwan, where he was elected president in 1954, 1960, 1966 and 1972.

17. Deng Xiaoping (1904-Now?) - After returning to China in 1926, Deng participated in the Communists "long march" to Northwest China, and commanded communist troops against the Japanese invaders and the Chinese Nationalists.  He climbed the government and Communist Party hierarchy quickly.  In 1956 Deng became secretary general of the Communist Party.  Ding and his allies were purged by Mao during the "cultural Revolution"(1966-1969).  Jan 1975 Mao made Deng vice-premier, but in 1976, Mao purged Deng again.  By 2978 Deng was China's most influential leader.  In 1989 students and workers held mass demonstrations for democracy.  After temporizing, Deng authorized violent repression, in which more than 1000 people were killed in Beijing alone, and tens of thousands were imprisoned, nevertheless, this strengthened the investors' confidence in China's economic stability, and the economic boom intensified.

18. Montezuma- Xocoytzin ("the Younger") Montezuma II (1480 - 1520) was Aztec emperor at the time of the Spanish conquests in Mexico.  Having succeeded to the Throne in 1502, after the death of his father, Ahuizotl.  It was during his rule that the Aztec ruler became a true monarch and not an elected tribal chieftain.  When the Aztecs attacked the Spanish quarters in June 1520, Montezuma attempted to calm his people by a speech from the palace, a volley of stones injured him seriously, and he died several days later.

19. Ferdinand Marcos- born in 1917.  Became member of the Philippine House of Representatives, and senate, then he later became president, in 1965.  In 1972 he imposed Marshall Law that lasted until 1981.  In 1986 Marcos fled the Philippines and went into Exile into Hawaii.  Marcos looted the Philippine economy of millions of dollars.

20. Jawaharlal Nehru- (Nov 1889-1964) became first Prime Minister of independent India.  He established a parliamentary government noted for neutralist pollicies in foreign affairs.  One of India's leaders in the independence movement during the 30s and 40s.

21. Simon Bolivar - (1783-1830) south American Creole so.er and statesman who lead a revolution against Spanish rule in New Granada, Peru; and Upper Peru.  He became President/dictator of Columbia, between 1821-1830; and Peru between 1823 and 1829.  Died of TB.

Russia

1. Joseph Stalin- President of Council of Ministry of the USSR. Imprisoned 8 times by the czarist government  & escaped. Lenin’s successor as chairman of the Politburo. Imitated 1st & 2nd 5-year plans for industrialization and constitution of USSR 1936-1953. Killed more people than Hitler during the Great Purge. Longest rulership of Russian history.

2. Nikita Kruschev- One of the 9 members of presidium of the central committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In 1918 he joined the communist party & fought in the rank of the Red Army on the Southern front. In 1935 he was elected 1st secretary of the Moscow regional committee 1955 of the USSR

3. Leonoid Brezhnev- Leader of the USSR in 1964. AKA “5th generation steelman” in 1946- 1st secretary of the Communist party organization in the Ukrainian industrial region of Zaporozhe

4. Nicholas II- Ruled Russia from 1894-1917. His hopes of increasing Russian power in the Far East led to the Russo-Japanese war in 1904. Russia fought against Germany during his term over food shortages and fuel shortages. With war problems added on, the Russian revolution led by Bolsheveks overthrew Nicholas and shot him on July 7,1918 being the last Czar of Russia.

5. Mikahl Gorbachev- Soviet political leader & communist party official when he became the chief official & general secretary of the communist party in 1985. He became a member of the communist part in 1952.  He had the Glasnost policy and Perestroika to raise hopes. Last leader of Soviet Union.

6. Boris Yeltsin- He was the president of Russia from 1989 to the present. He joined the communist party in 1961 and left in 1987 after he criticized Gorbachev before his presidency for his slow attempts of rebuilding the economy. He supported many economic reforms, which moved them toward free enterprise.

7. Yury Andropov- Head of the Soviet Union’s State secretary Committee from 1967- 1982 and his country leader as general secretary of the Communist Party’s Central Committee from 1982 until his death 15 months later. He succeeded Brezhnev after his death. In his short rule he tried to institute reforms in the nations economic system.

8. Vladimir Lenin- He was original founder of Russian communist Party. He was the leader of the Bolshevek revolution and the 1st head of the Soviet State from 1917-1924. 

9. Leon Trotsky- Communist theorist and agitator & leader in Russia’s Oktober revolution in 1917. He was a communist leader who defended the communist state. He taught many illiterate soldiers how to read and write. He challenged Stalin in succeeding Lenin but was exiled and killed. He believed in a “permanent revolution”.

